to the Moon. As well as testing how space affects human physiology and technology, researchers will propose ways in which the station could support planetary studies and allow for innovative physics and astronomy experiments, says Carpenter.
MOON-BOUND AND BEYOND
The workshop will showcase a host of physics experiments that not only would exploit the environment, but might also become economically viable only by piggybacking off the platform's power and navigation capabilities. These include a meteoroid-environment monitor, which would study the drifting interstellar dust that never reaches Earth owing to the planet's magnetic field. A low-frequency radio observatory could be used to pick up radiation from the Universe's 'dark ages' , between 40,000 and 100 million years after the Big Bang -which is hugely challenging on Earth because of interference from human sources and the planet's ionosphere, says Mark Bentum, a physicist at the University of Political interest in the platform is growing. In September, NASA signed a joint agreement with Roscosmos, its Russian counterpart, which outlined such a platform as part of the agencies' "common vision for human exploration". The Japanese and Canadian space agencies are also involved. Both NASA and ESA have already contracted with industry partners to undertake preliminary work.
But if and when the project moves forward will depend largely on NASA's new administrator. James Bridenstine, a Republican member of the US Congress from Oklahoma, has been nominated for the role but has yet to be confirmed for the post. If the Deep Space Gateway is to launch as planned in the mid-2020s, key decisions need to be made by the end of 2019, says Parker. ■
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German row with Elsevier threatens journal access
Negotiations to reduce journal prices and promote open access are progressing slowly.
BY Q U I R I N S C H I E R M E I E R
A round 200 German universities will lose their subscriptions to Elsevier journals within weeks, because negotiations have failed to end a long-term contract dispute.
The conflict between Elsevier, the world's biggest publisher of scientific journals, and Germany's entire university system has dragged on since 2015. Academics in the country lost access to Elsevier content briefly early this year, but it was later restored while contract talks resumed.
Advocates of open-access publishing worldwide say that victory for the German universities would be a major blow to conventional models of scientific publishing based on subscription fees. Germany's firm stand in the battle to reduce subscription prices and promote immediate open access could herald profound changes to the global landscape of scholarly publishing, they say. "There is no doubt that what the German universities are asking for is the direction of travel for scholarly publishing," says Paul Ayris, pro-vice-provost of library services at University College London. "If Germany achieves this with Elsevier, other countries will want to follow suit. "
Negotiators with 'Project DEAL', a consortium of university libraries and research institutes, have been in talks with Elsevier for more than two years. They want a deal that would give most scientists in Germany full online access to 2,500 or so Elsevier journals, at about half the price that individual libraries have paid in the past. Open access is proving to be the sticking point in the talks: under the deal sought, all corresponding authors affiliated with German institutions would be allowed to make their papers free to read and share by anyone in the world at no extra cost. 
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